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corn, but would be made from 
switchgrass, rice, wheat, corn stover, 
so corn stalks, wheat stalks, and rice 
stalks can be used. These are things 
that are currently sometimes burned 
or thrown away. Also wood chips. So 
there is a tremendous opportunity out 
there in parts of the country that are 
not necessarily in the Corn Belt to be 
in some form of the ethanol industry. 

Biodiesel is now where ethanol was 
about 10 or 15 years ago. It is on the 
cusp of really becoming a major part of 
our fuel supply and shows great prom-
ise. There are many spin-offs and by- 
products from ethanol. For instance, 
biodegradable plastics can be made in 
the process of wet milling. And right 
now a great deal of our packaging 
stores, like Wal-Mart and others, are 
now using biodegradable plastics. 

So we think there is a great future 
here. And, Mr. Speaker, I appreciate 
this opportunity to address the House. 

f 

COMPREHENSIVE IMMIGRATION 
REFORM 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
DAVIS of Kentucky). Under a previous 
order of the House, the gentleman from 
Arizona (Mr. GRIJALVA) is recognized 
for 5 minutes. 

Mr. GRIJALVA. Mr. Speaker, today I 
rise to acknowledge and lend support 
to the well over 1 million people who 
marched across American cities and 
towns in a peaceful, nonviolent way for 
fairness, dignity, and humane and re-
spectful treatment of immigrant work-
ers in our Nation. This ground swell of 
humanity wanted some very simple 
things. They wanted the principles of 
fairness and equal protection under the 
law to be applied in a fair and just way. 

The people who marched are for com-
prehensive, reality-based immigration 
reform by this Congress, a reform that 
acknowledges the economic value, ne-
cessity and, yes, indeed, the codepend-
ency of our economy on the immigrant 
workforce; that also recognizes the in-
herent value of human beings and reaf-
firms the process of rigorous examina-
tion and process to attain permanent 
legal status and eventually citizenship. 
And it reaffirms a reality-based immi-
gration reform, reaffirms the need for 
security in this country by assuring 
that the people that work here, that 
function here, are not hidden in the 
shadows but part of the workforce, in-
tegrated into that workforce and pro-
tected by the same laws and principles 
that all working people in this country 
enjoy. 

I think what is happening in this 
country on the question of immigra-
tion is really about the future of our 
country. We have, as a Congress, a 
choice on immigration reform. We 
should not continue on the path set by 
this Congress in the Sensenbrenner 
bill, a bill that asks us to criminalize 
11 million human beings in this coun-
try, that raises the specter of mass de-
portation and that ignites a flame of 
intolerance and division that this 
country is not about. 

We don’t need a path to create sec-
ond-class citizens. We don’t need a path 
that hides from our economic reality. 
We don’t need a path that ignores the 
business interests. We don’t need a 
path that forgets fairness and equity 
under the law. And we don’t need a 
path that creates division and discrimi-
nation as a rule of law. 

We cannot shun our values as an im-
migrant nation. This is a wrong path. 
And while possibly it is a short-term 
political victory based on division and 
based on creating a wedge issue that 
splits people in this country, it is a 
long-term defeat for this Nation. 

I believe that we can do better. We 
can create a situation for the people of 
this country and for the immigrant 
workers in this country that is not 
blanket amnesty, that is not about 
open borders, that understands secu-
rity is a priority issue, but also under-
stands that comprehensive reform is 
the most important way to deal with 
this issue. 

So let us not, as we debate this issue 
and as we continue to grapple with this 
very vexing and complex issue, let us 
not forget we are dealing with human 
beings, let us not ignore our economic 
reality, and let us put together a com-
prehensive package that accommo-
dates both those realities and at the 
same time reaffirms the traditions, the 
values, the hopes and the aspirations of 
immigrants that have made this coun-
try what it is, that will strengthen it 
in the future, and that will continue 
the progress and the enlightenment 
this Nation needs. 

f 

OCALA NATIONAL FOREST 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. KELLER) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. KELLER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to strongly oppose the Bush ad-
ministration’s proposed sale of 300,000 
acres of national forest lands, which in-
clude 1,000 acres of the Ocala National 
Forest in my congressional district. 

The Bush administration’s rationale 
for selling our national forest lands is 
to raise money for rural roads and 
schools. While our budget shortfall is 
temporary, ruining pristine national 
forest lands is permanent. That is why 
all four of the living former chiefs of 
the U.S. Forest Service sent a letter to 
Congress on March 13, 2006, strongly 
opposing the auctioning off of 300,000 
acres of national forest lands. 

Mr. Speaker, our national forest 
lands are worth protecting. Millions of 
Americans each year use our national 
forests to go hiking, fishing, hunting, 
camping, swimming, canoeing, and en-
joying the outdoors. The Ocala Na-
tional Forest also provides a habitat 
for thousands of animal species, includ-
ing rare birds and black bears. 

Now, what does the administration 
say about these forest lands to be sold? 
Well, Under Secretary of Agriculture 
Mark Rey, who directs national forest 

policy, said ‘‘These are not the crown 
jewels we are talking about.’’ Well, 
they say a picture is worth a thousand 
words, so let me show you a photo-
graph of some of the actual land in the 
Ocala National Forest which is marked 
for sale by the administration. 

Look at the green plush forest. Does 
this look ugly to you? Does anybody 
really believe that this would look bet-
ter as a strip mall or a condo project? 
I think it is a crown jewel. 

And let me show you who else thinks 
this land is pretty important. This is a 
photograph published in my local news-
paper, the Orlando Sentinel, of a black 
bear that lives in the Ocala National 
Forest. Now, this black bear is being 
relocated from one location to another 
location. Look at this cute little black 
bear. Does anybody really believe that 
we should sacrifice this little black 
bear’s habitat on the altar of budget 
deficits? 

This fire sale of forest lands is lit-
erally unbearable. It is also financially 
shortsighted. We cannot sell national 
forest land every time there is a budget 
shortfall. This is a dangerous precedent 
for Congress to set. Our financial prob-
lems need to be addressed over the long 
term, not through the shortsighted 
sale of national treasures to the high-
est bidder. 

The proposed sale of the forest land 
is not even an adequate budgetary so-
lution. The money raised from this na-
tionwide sell-off would not even be 
enough to cover the short-term school 
and road needs of the communities 
near Ocala National Forest, let alone 
other areas of the country. 

Well, what can we do about it? There 
are three things: First, I circulated a 
letter to the Florida delegation asking 
them to oppose the sale of our Nation’s 
forest lands, especially the nearly 1,000 
acres in the Ocala National Forest. I 
am proud to report today that this let-
ter was signed by both of our U.S. Sen-
ators, Republican and Democrat, and 
by a bipartisan majority of our House 
Members. On March 1, 2006, this letter 
was submitted to the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture as part of the official 
comment period to voice our strong op-
position to the sale. 

Second, Congressman BEN CHANDLER 
of Kentucky and I are currently circu-
lating a bipartisan letter asking Mem-
bers to oppose the sale of 300,000 acres 
of forest lands all across the country in 
41 separate States. Thus far, 52 Con-
gressmen have signed on to our letter, 
and we encourage others to sign on to-
morrow. After tomorrow, we will send 
this letter to the leaders of the House 
Budget Committee to urge them to op-
pose the administration’s budget re-
quest and to encourage them to find al-
ternative funding for rural schools and 
roads. 

Finally, if we are unable to block 
this sale on the front end by having the 
administration withdraw this proposal, 
the plan would still have to be ap-
proved by this Congress, and I would 
encourage all of my colleagues to vote 
not just ‘‘no,’’ but ‘‘heck no.’’ 
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Mr. Speaker, in closing, I am very op-

timistic we will be successful in block-
ing this reckless fire sale of our na-
tional forests and that our children and 
grandchildren will be able to enjoy the 
serenity of the great outdoors for many 
years to come. 

f 

THIRD ANNIVERSARY OF THE WAR 
IN IRAQ 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Ohio (Ms. KAPTUR) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes. 

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, last 
week, on March 19, our Nation marked 
a somber milestone. We began the 
fourth year of the Iraqi war. It is be-
coming quite clear that this falsely 
conceived war is proceeding disas-
trously, with no end in sight. The ad-
ministration’s repugnant use of the 
phrase as bombing began, ‘‘shock and 
awe,’’ has deteriorated into a ‘‘knock-
down and raw, last man left standing’’ 
war of attrition. 

The situation in Iraq continues to de-
teriorate precipitously. In the last 
month alone, there has been an esca-
lation of sectarian violence. Dozens of 
suicide bombings, insurgent attacks 
and the like have left almost 1,000 more 
people dead since a bombing destroyed 
the dome of Samarra’s Golden Mosque, 
a sacred and holy site to Shiite Mus-
lims. 

Iraq is still without a functioning 
government, as the Iraqi parliament 
has convened just once and for only 30 
minutes. Moreover, there was an auto-
mobile ban in place throughout Bagh-
dad to prevent car bombings that same 
day. A city-wide ban on cars, Mr. 
Speaker, is not a safe city. A nation 
where journalists cannot travel to re-
port is not a safe country. 

Headlines from newspapers around 
the globe have the same theme, civil 
war in Iraq. The administration, how-
ever, does not seem to see it that way. 
The President was in Ohio last week 
and made the following comment: 
‘‘Americans look at the violence that 
they see each night on their television 
screens and wonder how I can remain 
so optimistic about the prospects of 
success in Iraq. They wonder what I see 
that they do not.’’ 

Well, I think the President has it the 
other way around, Mr. Speaker. The 
world sees a lot this President doesn’t. 
Three years ago, we saw the adminis-
tration did not have a plan to win the 
peace, and he and his narrow group of 
advisers led us down the path to war. 
We also see what he cannot see today, 
that our presence in Iraq has led to an 
increase in violence and terrorist ac-
tivities in the Middle East and around 
the world, making us less safe as a na-
tion. 

Three years ago, on the eve of the in-
vasion, I warned, and I quote myself, 
‘‘Even if we take the ground, we do not 
share the culture. In the end, we have 
to learn to exist in a world with reli-
gious states that we may not agree 
with, and find ways to cooperate.’’ 

So the President has traded a brutal 
sectarian regime for an unstable nation 
that looks more and more every day 
like a dawning theocracy. 

b 2015 

Events in the last few weeks seem to 
show this is indeed becoming the case. 
By refusing to prepare for the possi-
bility that we would be considered oc-
cupiers rather than liberators, these 
architects of this war never afforded an 
opportunity to truly win the peace. 
Hospitals and medical services were ig-
nored. Iraqi organizations open to the 
West were never consulted. Western 
media was not culturally appropriate 
inside that region. The seeds for unrest 
were sown before U.S. troops even en-
tered Iraq. 

Achieving military success without 
winning the hearts and minds of the 
public is a hollow victory, and now the 
President tells us troops will remain in 
Iraq until he leaves office in 2009, who 
knows when. 

May I remind the body this President 
held a theatrically staged press event 
on a U.S. aircraft carrier on May 1, 
2003, with a ‘‘Mission Accomplished’’ 
banner flying in the background. Major 
combat operations in Iraq have ended, 
he announced. 

Two weeks ago, the United States 
launched the largest aerial assault in 
Iraq since 2003. More than 1,500 of our 
soldiers were deploy in the Samarra re-
gion to root out insurgent strongholds 
and seize weapons caches and the like. 
That sounds like a major combat oper-
ation to me, and it sounds like we are 
losing ground rather than making 
progress. 

Statements by those in the adminis-
tration prior to the invasion show how 
wrong the Bush administration has 
been. Donald Rumsfeld in February 
2003 said, ‘‘It is unknowable how long 
the conflict will last. It could be 6 
days, 6 weeks, I doubt 6 months.’’ 

Vice President CHENEY in March 2003 
said, ‘‘We will, in fact, be greeted as 
liberators. I think it will go relatively 
quickly . . . (in) weeks rather than 
months.’’ We are into the fourth year, 
almost as long as it took to fight World 
War II. 

The toll this war has taken is stag-
gering. Since March 2003, 2,322 U.S. sol-
diers have died, another 18,000 troops 
have been injured as a result of hos-
tilities, with numbers doubling be-
tween 2003 and 2004 and increasing 
again in 2005. 

Mr. Speaker, this evening I wish to 
place in the RECORD names of Ohioans, 
104 of them, brave patriots who have 
died in service to our country in Iraq. 
God bless them. 

OHIOANS DEAD THROUGH OPERATION IRAQI 
FREEDOM (AS OF MARCH 4, 2006): 

Anderson, Nathan Richard; Andres, Joseph 
John Jr.; Barkey, Michael Christopher; 
Bates, Todd Michael; Bell, Timothy Michael 
Jr; Benford, Jason A; Bernholtz, Eric James; 
Biskie, Benjamin Walter; Boskovitch, Jef-
frey A; Bourdon, Elvis; Bowen, Samuel Rob-
ert; Brownfield, Andrew David; and Buryj, 
Jesse Ryan. 

Christian, Brett Thomas; Cifuentes, Mi-
chael Joseph; Conover, Steven Daniel; Da-
vids, Wesley Graham; Derga, Dustin Alan; 
Deyarmin, Daniel N Jr; Dixon, Christopher 
Robert; Dowdy, Robert John; Dyer, Chris-
topher Jenkins; Eckert, Gary Andrew Jr; 
Eckfield, Robert Franklin Jr; Erdy, Nicholas 
Brandon; and Etterllng, Jonathan Edward. 

Finke, Michael Wayne Jr; Fitzgerald, 
Dustin Robert; Ford David, Harrison IV; 
Garmback, Joseph Martin Jr; Gilbert, Rich-
ard Alan Jr; Godwin, Todd Justin; Grella, 
Devin James; Gurtner, Christian Daniel; 
Hardy, Richard Allen; Harper, Bradley Jared; 
Hawkins, Omer Thomas II; Hines, Timothy 
James Jr; Hodge, Jeremy Michael; and Hoff-
man, Justin Fenton. 

Ivy, Kendall Howard II; Johnson, Adam 
Robert; Keeling, Thomas O;Kinney, Lester 
Ormond II; Kinslow, Anthony David; Knight, 
Timothy Allen; Knop, Allen James; Kreuter, 
David Kenneth John; Kuhns, Larry Robert 
Jr; Landrus, Sean Gregory; Large, Bryan 
William; and Lyons, Christopher P. 

Martin, Ryan Abern; McVicker, Daniel M; 
Mendezruiz, David A; Mendoza, Ramon Juan 
Jr; Messmer, Nicolas Edward; Meyer, Har-
rison James; Miller, James Hoyt IV; Mitch-
ell, Curtis Anthony; Montgomery, Brian P; 
Morgan, Richard Lynn Jr; Murray, Jeremy 
Enlow; Neighbor, Gavin Lee; Nolan, Allen 
Duane; and Nowacki, Andrew Walter. 

Oberleitner, Branden Frederick; Odums, 
Charles Edward II; Ott, Kevin Charles; 
Pintor, Dennis Lloyd; Pratt, Daniel Joseph; 
Prazynski, Taylor B; Prince, Kevin William; 
Pummill, Richard Thomas; Ramey, Richard 
Patrick; Ramsey, Joshua Adam; Reed, Aaron 
Howard; Reese, Aaron Todd; Rock, Nathaniel 
S; and Rockhold, Marlin Tyrone. 

Schamberg, Kurt Daniel; Schroeder, Ed-
ward August II; Scott, David Allen; Seesan, 
Aaron N; Seymour, Devon P; Shepherd, 
Adam Roger; Shepherd, Daniel Michael; 
Sloan, Brandon Ulysses; Smith, Kevin Scott; 
Smith, Michael James Jr; Souslin, Kenneth 
Clarence; Spann, Jacob D; Sparks, Jason 
Lee; Squires, Brad D; Swaney, Robert Adam; 
and Swisher, Tyler Bobbitt. 

Tipton, John Edgar; Van Dusen, Brian 
Keith; Vandayburg, Allen Jeffrey; Webb, 
Charles Joseph; Wightman, William Brett; 
Wilkins, Charles Langdon III; Williams, 
Andre L; Wobler, Zachary Ryan; and Zim-
mer, Nicholaus Eugene. 

OHIOANS DEAD THROUGH OPERATION ENDURING 
FREEDOM (AS OF MARCH 4, 2006): 

Egnor, Jody Lynn; Foraker, Ryan Dane; 
Freeman, Daniel Jason; Goare, Shamus Otto; 
Good, Alecia Sabrina; Hickey, Julie Ro-
chelle; Jones, Darrell Ray Jr; McDaniel, Wil-
liam Louis II; Oneill, Michael Christopher; 
and Owens, Bartt Derek. 

f 

HONORING SERGEANT ANTON 
HIETT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
DAVIS of Kentucky). Under a previous 
order of the House, the gentlewoman 
from North Carolina (Ms. FOXX) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes. 

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, it is with a 
heavy heart that I rise today to express 
the heartfelt condolences of a grateful 
Nation and to honor the life of Ser-
geant Anton Hiett of Mount Airy, 
North Carolina. Sergeant Hiett passed 
away on March 12, 2006, while serving 
in Afghanistan. 

Sergeant Hiett served our country as 
a U.S. Army Reserve combat medic. 
His strong patriotism and desire to do 
what was right led him to join the 
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